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March 31, 2021

Dear Families and Staff:

I hope this letter finds you well. I would like to provide some updates related to our
return to full in-person school on April 5 at the elementary level and April 27 at the
middle and high school levels. As we enthusiastically plan for the return of all
students to our buildings (except for those in our remote academy, WRAP), I am struck
by how closely we will collaborate over the next several weeks in order to stay safe and
make this transition successful for your children. I am very confident in the effectiveness
of this partnership.

Staff Professional Day/No School Day for Students
There will be a professional day before each set of students shifts to all-in. Therefore,
there will be no school for students in grades K-5 on April 1, and no school for
grades 6-12 on April 26. During this time, our staff will plan for the implementation of
new schedules and new procedures, reorganize furniture, supplies, and materials for
different numbers of students, and work as teams to implement this latest shift in our
mode of instructional delivery. I completely understand how this professional day
creates a burden for our families. I appreciate very much your support in making sure
that our staff is fully prepared.

Governor Baker’s Travel Advisory
For those who are planning travel over the upcoming long weekend and over April
vacation, I ask that you are particularly vigilant as we bring students back to classes
with a minimum of three feet of distance. While we have not yet identified in-building
transmission as the source of a positive case of COVID, those who test positive will
likely trigger a higher number of close contacts because of the increased proximity of
students and staff. As a result, one positive case could result in significant numbers of
classmates and staff quarantining.

In particular, it is very important that students and their families follow the State Travel
Advisory. As I detailed in my March 26 letter to you, Governor Baker’s March 22 Travel
Advisory re-articulated many of the directives from the previous legally mandated Travel
Order to a set of best practices or advisories. These include the guidance that students
should quarantine or receive a negative COVID test before they return to school after
out-of-state travel. At their meetings over the past week, the Board of Health and the
School Committee have both strongly urged families to follow the Advisory. (The Health
Department and I will be sending a joint letter articulating our shared perspective on the
Travel Advisory.)

If your plans are not set in stone, we urge you to consider staying home. Cases in
Massachusetts show significant prevalence of COVID in our region, and the Director of
the CDC is urging continued caution to prevent unnecessary spikes in cases.

As a District, we will continue to ask families to report travel on the Daily Attestation and
follow the Advisory’s directions. In addition, all families should continue to submit proof
of COVID tests or proof of vaccination after travel by using the following LINK

Wayland Public Schools
41 Cochituate Road  ~  Wayland, MA  01778

1153138v1

https://www.mass.gov/alerts/travel-order-notice
https://www.mass.gov/alerts/travel-order-notice
https://www.wayland.k12.ma.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_1036352/File/2020%20Novel%20Coronavirus%20(COVID-19)%20Updates/3-26-21---Letter%20Regarding%20April%20Return%20to%20All-In.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScQHw4XClj8D0wYLpLJaeLYOYiOX_wi6D-Wegsg3tVXZpWgBw/viewform?gxids=7628


Exceptions to the Travel Advisory
There are exceptions to the Travel Advisory. (Please document one of these qualifying
exceptions by going to the following LINK.)

● The student is out-of-state for less than twenty-four hours. (Please note: no
documentation is required for this particular exception.)

● The student has a negative COVID-19 test within 72 hours prior to their return
to Massachusetts or after they return to Massachusetts. Please note that if they
were out of state for between 24 and 72 hours then they need to get tested after
they return to Massachusetts.

● The student is fully vaccinated. That is, they have received two doses of either
the Moderna or Pfizer COVID-19 vaccines OR they have received a single dose
of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine, and they received their final dose at least 14
days or more ago and do not have symptoms.

● The student tested positive for COVID in the last 10-90 days and has
completed the appropriate isolation period.

Furthermore, if the student is age TEN OR UNDER, the child is exempt from this
Travel Advisory in the following situations:

● The student’s parents/guardians are fully vaccinated. (If they have two guardians
that travelled, both must be vaccinated.) That is, they have received two doses
of either the Moderna or Pfizer COVID-19 vaccines OR they have received a
single dose of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine, and they received the final dose
at least 14 days or more ago and do not have symptoms.

● The student’s parents/guardians both receive negative COVID tests within 72
hours prior to their return to Massachusetts. Please note that if they were out of
state for less than 72 hours then they need to get tested after they return to
Massachusetts.

If you have any travel questions, please feel free to contact the following people:

High School Families: Dianne Aucoin at dianne_aucoin@waylandps.org
Middle School Families: School Nurse at yumiko_murai@waylandps.org
Elementary School Families: Dianne Aucoin at dianne_aucoin@waylandps.org

Transportation
Last week we notified interested kindergarten through fifth grade families who live less
than two miles from school that they had a spot on the bus beginning April 5.

This week and next week we are revising Middle School bus routes. By Friday, April 9,
we will notify middle school families if we have additional capacity for those who live
less than two miles and are in sixth grade or are in seventh and eighth grade. A
reminder, we will not be able to offer transportation services this spring to High School
students.
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Pooled Testing to Continue to the End of the Year
On Monday, March 29, Governor Baker announced that the State will continue to
subsidize pooled testing. This funding will allow Wayland to continue its pooled testing
program for students and staff through the end of the school year. Soon we will send
instructions for how students and staff can either re-enroll or can participate for the first
time and the fee structure for participation beginning the week of April 26. Our pooled
testing program has been extremely successful, bringing peace of mind to staff and
families, while also identifying a couple of cases early, helping to prevent them from
spreading. We encourage you to talk with friends who are participating to hear from
them how fast, easy and comforting the testing program has been.

Please let me know if I can help you in any way as we work together to make this
transition nurturing and meaningful for your child.

Respectfully,

Arthur Unobskey, Superintendent
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